THE BOURGEOIS REVOLUTION
of the preponderance of monetary poorer having shifted from land, and therefore from birth, to business
It is significant that when Pierce Egan wanted to depict the m plus ultra of dashing gentility in his Corinthian Tom, he should have made that hero the son of a self-made man
The invisible barriers stood, but they could be, and were, scaled by individuals who climbed to the top on their own money-bags The law had always provided a ladder for humble merit to climb by, and even medicine, though the ordinary doctor was still treated as not much better than the old-fashioned apothecary, was not without its prices The Prime Minister Addington, afterwards Lord Sidmouth, whose charming and pious exterior masked an abysmal mental vacuum, was the son of a fashionable physician, and on this account was saddled with the contemptuous nickname of " Doctor " The effect of the Industrial Revolution may be seen in the rise of the Ped fkoily, originally of yeomea stock The father of the great Sir Robert had made a fortune out of the new cotton-spinning machinery, and been duly rewarded, by Mr Pitt, with a baronetcy The son, whose talents eventually enabled him to take over, from the politically bankrupt Wellington, the leadership of the Tory-party, brought a mind and manner typically bourgeois to its re&shionjLQg
But those members of the middle class who achieved gentility, or affluence, were after all a very small minority For the immense majority life was a drab struggle for existence, under the stress of merciless competition Scant leisure was theirs, and few amenities But this very struggle, whose intensity grew as life itself was speeded up to keep pace with its attendant machinery, acted as a forcing house of character The middle class was-as gftmly in earnest in the pursuit of the main chance as the leisured gentry in that of the fox. Tfegrt^ Industrial Reroto-